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FROM THE ANNALS OF THE YERKES OBSERVATORY
Member Tom Traub recalls when he was present to witness the repair of a micro crack by the people from Zeiss in the largest
40-inch refracting telescope lens in the world located in Williams Bay, Wisconsin in 1978.
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Today, the observatory is thought of as a relic of the past. When it opened in 1897 it was said to have been a marvel of its
time. The 63-foot long telescope could be easily accessed by raising the floor of the observatory to the level required for
viewing through the use of several motors requiring their own electric DC power plant.
The observatory building is ornate inside and out, in many parts more like a museum than a working science facility. Terracotta animals, astrological motifs (ironically enough), and fanciful creatures cover the pillars outside, while the interior is
graced with marble floors and high ornate ceilings. The dome for the 40-inch telescope is cathedral in scale, with a great deal
of lovely cast-iron and wooden fittings. The machinery — pulleys and cables, huge gears and motors — are veritable works
of art in their own right.
The observatory once had its day as it was known that Edwin Hubble did his doctoral research there, before his more
famous work measuring distances to other galaxies, which led to his discovery of the expansion of the universe. Edward
Barnard, who helped map the Milky Way and measured the motion of nearby stars, even took what may be the earliest
known photograph of Pluto in 1909 using the Yerkes Bruce photographic telescope, though he failed to identify it as a new
world. Credit http://astronomy.com/news/2018/03

SERVICE TO HIS COMMUNITY
The observatory would like to offer its appreciation to the Community Foundation who donated $300.00 to be used for our
new computer in honor of Dr. Ronald Kohl's service to the Foundation.
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Joe Cali a long time member of the Martz/Kohl observatory who passed away at age 56. He
was a professional journeyman baker for Bi-Lo Market in Warren Pa, which later become
Tops Market, for over 30 years. He enjoyed being a member at Martz Observatory and was
very helpful with teaching young children and the general public about astronomy. Gary
Nelson had the pleasure of being a good friend. Joe would stop in at my office and discuss astronomy and personal things. I enjoy has company and will be missed greatly. He helped the
observatory in the last few months maintaining the Marttz/Kohl web site. Joe always made my
day when he stopped. He would usually ride his bike down to see me.
The Martz/Kohl observatory will miss him greatly.

