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THE JOURNEY

The observatory has made sigrificant changes since Mary Martz made a decision to hopefully see
her husband, Marshal Martz' obsen'atory evolve into the hub of astronomical activity it has be-
come. In recent years the obsenatory has mdefiaken a rvhole nerv appearance that siErifies it has
become a leading public astronomical obsenatory that attracts rnany visitors annuaily.

The fully functional robotic .6 metcr fork rnounted telescope, located rnder its dome sarv its frst
light in 2OOl. T-ms rvas follotved by a succession of irnprorbrneuts throughout the obsen'atory tlnt
attracted attention flom manv sourccs. Maior changes to the facilty took place dunng the time of
tite relocaiion of tltc donated Dr. Ronaid Krrlii Obsen'ator_l frorn Latrie rvcod. iiY lvitir its large fork
mounted telescope to the Martz Frelvsburg location. Tlds addition attracted posrtive attention of
several cornmruriq' leaders. edncators, errd local residents rrho became pafi of ald celebrated this
phase of the obsen-atory's upgrading program rn November 20 I i.

2015 became a pivotal year to update the interior of the obsen-atory $ith itnprovements that in-
e luded constmction of a nelv control roorn, lnllx'ilr s, restrooms. kitchen and office. Thesc rnajor
irnproi.'ements lvere follo*'ed b1' the constrrction of :r roll off roof additiott that became a rufque
addition avaiiable for outdocr visr.ral and sm.rli telescope obscn'ations frorn the convenience of thc
intericr of the briilding. This rvelcorned ailditron rvas follolved b1' constmction r:f a storeroorn to
contain necessary iiems including portable telescopes. tr;uning materials and iterns not in regular
ruse previously stored in the oldest pzut of the obsen-atcry scheduled to be dernolished due rc its
deteriorated condition.

Vlost of 2017 r,vas taken ip by several conrmittees rvorking on equipment improvements, includ-
ing the liosting of many hrmdreds of people tlxoughout the vear and durrng the June solar eclipse
day rvhen an estimated 700 plus people attended tlie special event that attracted so much attention
in the nei,vs. The year rncluded many meetings to discuss tlrc next trvo impoftant upgrades and the
fund rarsing effofi th.1t rrould be required to irnpror..e the facilitv recognized as a resource for pub-
lic education. The addition of a reception/gift shop, a nerv rvork sltop and garage u'ill culminate
the last of the maior improvements to the observatory.
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NGVEMBER 2017 REF'LECTIONS

November had been another fine example of the obsen'atory's effort to inform educate and inspire the general public and sup-
port teachmg in the sciences of astronomy and physics both on and off site.

On November l" Michelle Pitts, Falconer Central School Science Instructor, brought her l0th grade Earth Science students on a
field trip to the observatory rvhere they leamed about different tlpes of teiescopes, exciting happenings in space and about the
research_the observatory is involved in. The 15 students and their family members rvere taken on a tour of tfie facility although
the rveather did not cooperate for telescopic observations.

A foliow up letter r,vas received thanking the obsen'atory members u,ho 'lvelcomed them and a recount of how the families really
enjoyed their visit and were al7 abuzz about it the next day. Mention rvas made that a scheduied retum visit tvas looked fonvard
to in the springUme for stargazing.

,Fitncugh the'ffeathcir .iidir't cooFerate fo.r sl;Jgazing' that e./r:xulg
they iearn{rd quite a bit oi hovu lhe Obseruatory tuns, ,ffh.lt
e{uipnteni lhey have arLcl the excitinc research ihat llarrs is
rrlvoiv()d in.

We ,rili be l:lanninq a spring slar ]rarty eliher at JCC or the
N4e.rtz, $./e lock fortrard to havinq cu:r Flarth ScierLce studenis ancl
fe:m-ilics, as lveil as thl com[runiiy, parricipalel

Palconer Currhal School 'Ii!j!:ialr9_ricl'_c-s,4,arg

On the evening of November 2"dthe obsen'atory was host to members of the Friday Moming Networking Group. The FMNG
consists of a group of business leaders from Jamestown and surrounding comrmurities lvho share a common vision: working
together to gain knorvledge and understanding of the business needs of their fellor,v members and the resources of the comrnuni-
ties in r'vhich they do business, thus helping each other to thrive. The Nehvork opened their special field trip vltth a bnef organi-
zational meeting including seleral members comrnunicating about their business actilities.

Gary Nelson, observatory president, took the podium to rvelcome the FMNG members and their fi:iends to the obser"v-atory. He
spoke about the l\{artzA(o1rl organization and proceeded to guide the group on a tour of the facility rvith the aid of observ'atory
members as docents. The FMNG members discar,ered the cotnplex is fitted with tlree surprisingly large telescopes and an array
of computers required for their operatiorl research and maintenance. The findings of the observatory are the mainstay of infor-
mation provided diring discussion and video prograrns lvhich were presented to the visiting group.

On November 4'r'the obsen'atory's off site presence lr,as requested by Jerml- Burroughs. Travel to the Plassman Hall at St. Bona-
\€nftre University in Oiean, Nerv York, took place to collaborate with 200 scouters and leaders lvho had sigrred up to learn about
astronomy and to aid them in acquiring merit badges. A r,ideo program consisted of the observatory's astronomical images and
included hformation about the observatory rvhich attracted much attention and possibly aerv members.

Nor'ember 15h played a big part in the exciternent of 10 Celoron Tiger Scouts under the leadership of Jennifer Sherman. Initial-
ly. a scheduled visit had been requested in January or February of 2018. Although the obsen'atory is opened vear roturd, it rvas
explained that a visit by 6 and 7 year old scouts during one of the hvo coldest months of the year rvould be better if rescheduled
in November. T*king into account possrble snor'ry conditions rnight be present during January ind Febmary, the request rvas
changed.

The parents and sisters enjoyed the prograrn irbcut the m.oon and telescopes. During the prograrn, hands nent up to ask questions,
something that is alr,vays encouraging. An educational erent took place rvhen the scouts dropped stones into a baking pan of flour
to simulate the fonnation of moon craters. Hands on experience is alrvays a good learning tool, Jennrfer Shennan explained, be-
cause it is sornething the scouts lvill most likely rernernber. During the tour of the obsen'atories, several loud voices r.vere heard
to sa-v WOW! The excitement of voices rose to a loud crescendo u'hen they first stepped under the dome to see tire 24-inch tele-
scope. Vierving of tlte teiescopes appeared to have taken preference over a very short viewing of seiected images taken through
them. The scotits lvere gir,en picnres of the moon upon their deparh;re and several of the parents offered their handshakes upon
leavins.
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Orr Novernber 16"'Walter Pickut, MarllKohl Obsenatory board member and curent editor of ihe Jamestorvn Gazette lvas the
guest speaker at the M:ur,1n House in Jamestorvn during a hurcheon.

The Man'in House membership had an opportunitv to hear Picknt's topic about the "Planet Eanh: The Most Dangerous Planet in
the Universe - Enjo.v the Vie.rv'' Pickut included in his taik inlbrmation about the Marlz Obsen'atory's mission to sen,e the public
and public education at all levels.

The Man'in Flouse rvas left to the rvonren of Jamestorvn in 195 I by Mrs. Eiizzrbeth Wamer Man'in to provide a place for lvomen's
groups rvhose pr.upose is tlie rnorai and mental improvement of rvomen engaged in literary, musical, educational or historical rvork.

On Ncvernirer 18tl', Presiclent Gar.v Nelson presented an infomratir:e program about the MartzA(olrl Obsenatory to rnernbers of the
Chautauqua Lake Region Antique Automobiie Club during their Club's general meeting that rvas held at tire Jainestorvn War Vets
Clnb on Fluvamra Avenue.

It lvas reported some $'eren't atvare of the obsen atory and carr't rvait until spring to schedule a rneeting at the obserr,'atory.

On Nor.'ernber ISth the obsen'atory hosted 17 members froin the Unitarian Church who carne to learn about the observatory led by
John Anderson a member of the churcir.



lilARREN COUNTY EIISTORICAL SOCIf,TY

A November 8,2017,letter was received from Michelle Gray, Managing Director of the Warren, Pennsylvania
Historical Society, as a thank you for support in preserwing information about the Hearts Content Observatory.
This donation of Warren County history can be found at the society located at 2I0 Forth Avenue in Warren, Penn-
sylvania. It can be identified by accession # 2015.66 when making inquiries.

in 2015, your editor, with the assistance of MartzA(ohl observatory members Mary Putr:ram and Tom Traub, con-
tribr"rted an archival history about the no longer existing Hearts Content Observatory that was located south of
Warren in the National Allegheny Forest.

The round well constructed brick building was covered with a heavy steel dome. This observatory was home for a
16-inch German mounted reflecting type telescope. The telescope that served the community for many years can
be found at the Warren Historical Sociery as an archived item.
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Standing L to R. Richard Carlson;Harry Grand-
quist; Curator; and Marshal MarIz, circa late
1950's

WELCOMED ADDITION TO TI{E OtsSERVATORY

On December 2"d 201f7 , the observatory took possession of a 6-inch f-10 reflecting telescope that rvas donated by Marilyn and Neal
,Anderson lr,'ho reside in the Chicago area. The Andersons r,vere visiting relatives Garry and Sandy Campbell rvho are obsenatory
menrbers. The Campbeils had recornmended the telescope made by Mr. Anderson's father An'id, a self taught engineer be donated
to the Martz/Koirl Obsen'atory rihere it r,vould receive proper care and be used for observations at its ner'v home on the obsen'ation
deck protected by a roll ofl roof when not in use.

Five mernbers rvere on hand acting as guides rvho took turns providing the Andersons with a tour of the obsen'atory that concluded
in a showing of a selection of astronomical images to enjoy before leaving to be with friends and relatives. The Andersons were
graciousl-v acknorvledged for their donation.

SITE GF TIII PXONTI{
JOIIN DOBSON

SINEIVA LK ASTRONOIVIER
http : //rvlrrv.s idervalhastro nomers. us/id32. htrnl

POLAI]JS THE NORTH STAR
TIIE 49TH BRIGHTEST STAR

http s : //www. universesuide. com/star/polari s

Historic 16-inch Hearts Content telescooe



PT{.E,SIDENT' S REQUE,ST

President Gary Nelson has requested all available members to attend the Janrnry' 10r" 2018 General Meeting. This meeting is er-
pected to become one of the most crucial meetings for our members to become a voice in the observ'atory's decision to make rnajor
changes and lnprovements; since the addition of the Kohl obsenatory in 201:1. Your board has brainstormed many concepts to
bring to the membership trvo pianned phases that rvill greatly improve the obsen'atory. Concept one rvould reduce the congestion
during the arrival guests' by constructing a modest addition that rvould allorv entrance into a reception area that rvould include, by
populiu request, a gift shop. The florv of visitors rvould continue into the classroom, thus preventing a bottleneck when entering the
building. The second part of the plan calls for removal of the dilapidated structures extending to the road frorn the observatory and
to be repiaced by a nerv garage and r'vorkshop addition adjoining the obsen''atory. The remol'ai of the present struchres lvouid al-
lorv for the benefit of additional off road parking and for use as a school zurd tour bus tum around. The proposed MARTZ ADDI-
TION 2018 drarvins is shorvn belorv.
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PRESIDENT'S APPH,AL

Fresident Gary T{elson, rscognizittg the observatory is approaching its fi-
nal phases of construction, has suggested its mcmbers submit recom-
mendations for future funding for the Board to review The main focus
has been to insure funding would be available to cover the final im-
provements to the building while other important needs rvero put on
laotd. Eartr_lr suggestions far additional tiineiing include a well water fitr-
iration system, a snow i:lower far the Kubota tractor, a trighted observato-
ry road side sign, additional sscurity eameras, computer updatss and a
solar arcay instaliation to reduce tire cost of energy for sustainability of
the observatory. Suggestions for funding are accopted and may be sub-
mitted electronicallv or bv calling Presidsnt lr{elson at716 483-1955.
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